
      RAIDING
 RESISTANCE

Updates on anti-pipelines 
graffiti raid in Vancouver, BC 
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Introduction
Repression is part and parcel in democracy. In a democracy the 
rulers require complete control over the people. Revolts are coun-
tered with political repression in the form of arrests, armed raids 
and physical and emotional harassment by the police. Movements 
are watered downed by mainstream environmental groups such as 
Forest Ethics and Greenpeace. These groups wish to reform 
colonialism instead of eliminating it. These groups, much like En-
bridge and BP, rely upon capitalism and cooperation with the state 
to exist. These mainstream environmental organizations frack 
the rebellion out of people in the form of referendums, voting 
and waving signs. Meanwhile, they  use our radical words only to 
dilute, co-opt and contribute to polluted deals undermining real 
grassroots movements and then ensure us that democracy is still 
drinkable.  In the past and in our future they will continue to 
isolate and turn their backs on people risking their lives and 
freedom to save whats left of this planet.

I was recently a target of this very police repression. I woke up 
to yelling at my front door. Once I was somewhat up and alert, I 
looked out my window only to see a plain clothed cop pointing a 
gun at me. From my room I listened to them tell my room mates 
one by one to exit the house. The detective, Bert Rainey, shaking 
pointing a loaded gun at my comrades. Once I made my way to 
the living room I had the second gun pointed at me. I was arrested 
on 8 counts of mischief under $5000 for alleged graffiti. Yet to be 
charged. 

On June 12, 2014 Detective Rainey returned to take a DNA blood 
sample from me. These cops took my blood, but the rebellion in 
my veins was never given up and still flows
relentlessly.



In November we obtained affidavits widening the investigations to 
attacks on banks, 61 graffiti tags, vandalism of community 
policing centres, and arson to a bank and a housing complex. 
Totalling over $500,000 in damages. Another affidavit alleged the 
“no pipelines” tagger to also be the prolific “Anoy” tagger. 

On November 6, 2014 there was a hearing for the further 
detention of the items seized. The judge extended detention for 
7 more months. Ironically, the lawyer representing the VPD last 
name is Toy, which is a slang term for a new graffiti tagger. 

Most of the evidence of these crimes are under a sealing order. 
As of right now it seams the only thing I am guilty of is being an 
anarchist and political organizer in occupied Coast Salish 
Territory (Vancouver). 

I always knew that one day I would be arrested or raided. I am an 
anarchist. I actively engage in the struggle for freedom, equality 
and anarchy. I am virulently, as stated by Detective Rainey, against 
the police.  I believe in and fight for a world where mutual aid, 
autonomy and community is celebrated and promoted instead 
of ongoing genocide, exploitation and destruction of indigenous 
lands in the name of capital. 

It was the states intention to isolate and intimidate me, my 
comrades and others engaged in the anti-pipelines fight. They 
have failed and will continue to do so. I have not ended my 
organizing. The solidarity I have felt though my comrades, strang-
ers and friends has been heart warming and brings new embers of  
love and rage into my heart.  It was the states intention to 
intimidate me out of the struggle. I have only grown closer. Our 
life is the struggle. I will not back down. We will not back down.



Police raid house in East Vancouver, 
with guns drawn, on pretext of 
anti-pipeline graffiti

by Zig Zag, Warrior Publications, June 3, 2014

At around 9AM on June 3, 2014, approximately 16 cops from the 
Vancouver Police Department raided a house in East Vancouver 
under the pretext of investigating six mischief charges related to 
graffiti tags dating from June, July, and October of 2013. The four 
residents of the house, and one guest, were removed one by one by 
police aiming pistols at them. One person inside the house looked 
out their bedroom window and saw a cop pointing his pistol at 
him.

The house targeted by the raid is comprised of radicals involved in 
Indigenous resistance as well as anarchist projects in the city (in-
cluding myself, the editor of the Warrior Publications wordpress 
site).

Once removed from the house, the five people were placed in a 
prisoner transport van parked out front while a K9 team entered 
the house to search for any remaining people. After the K9 team 
searched the house, a forensic identification unit with a video 
camera appeared. They first filmed the exterior of the house and the 
yard, then entered the house itself. After filming the interior, they 
then used a camera to take photos.

At around 11AM, all but one of the five persons detained were 
released. The last person held was told he would be charged with 
6 counts of mischief under $5000 and taken away in the prisoner 
transport van. Those released were told to leave the area and that 
police would contact them once the search was over.



At around 6PM, police informed the residents that the search had 
been completed. At this time, the warrant for the search was found 
in the kitchen, naming the target of the raid as well as a list of items 
referred to as “graffiti vandalism paraphernalia.” This included 
paint, spray paint, markers, paint markers, latex or rubber gloves, 
painter’s masks, glass etching kits, books with graffiti images, 
notepads or paper with images or graffiti, any computer electronic 
storage devices such as USB’s or external hard drives, camera, film 
or any digital storage cards, photographs, pictures (such as canvas), 
video tapes or DVD that may contain graffiti, cell phones with the 
ability to take photographs or video, a particular coloured baseball 
cap, black knapsack and black hoody, dark jeans, plus “forensic 
examination and recovery of data to 
determine ownership and use, including… contact lists, text 
messages, emails, call logs, video and photos from any computers, 
cell phones or electronic storage devices.”

The main items taken during the raid were laptop computers, USBs, 
and cell phones. A collection of political zines and some banners 
were also taken, along with a video camera and a black hoodie.

The primary warrant was dated June 2, 2014, and sworn by 
Detective Derek Wong of the Vancouver police based at 2120 
Cambie Street. The time for the execution of the warrant is stated as 
being from 6AM to 9PM. The warrant is signed by EE Bowes.

There is also a secondary warrant which is dated June 3, 2014, 
sworn by Ram Greoriou who is identified as a Vancouver police of-
ficer. This warrant has a time of 3-5PM listed and is also signed by 
EE Bowes.

Considering the minor nature of the charges, the raid carried out 
by the Vancouver police is clearly part of a larger strategy of politi-
cally motivated repression against radicals and especially the grow-
ing resistance against oil and gas pipelines throughout the province. 



As a tactic, the raid enables police to seize items such as 
computers, extract information from them, disrupt 
communications, and very possibly emplace spyware prior to their 
return. The raid and its subsequent occupation of the space by the 
cops provides them with the opportunity to take a snapshot of 
their target’s lives, and to possibly put in place listening devices. 
As a part of a strategy of repression, the raid is an attempt to 
intimidate and silence those involved in resistance movements.

Update #2 June 12th:  Anti-Graffiti 
Raid: VPD Vampires 
Return for Blood Sample

On Thursday, June 12, 2014, at around 9:30AM, approximately 
six or more Vancouver cops returned to the East Vancouver home 
they had previously raided on June 3 under the pretext of 
investigating six “graffiti tags.”

This time they knocked, instead of yelling their fool heads off as 
they did during the June 3 raid. When the door was answered by 
one of the household members, VPD detective constable Rainey 
told her that they were returning some of the property they had 
stolen during the June 3 raid, and that the members of the house 
would have to sign for their release.

When the one house member named in the June 3 search warrant 
went to the door, he was asked if a bag of silkscreen frames were 
his, then told there was a warrant to take a DNA sample from 
him. He was then arrested, placed in a prisoner transport van, 
and taken to the VPD headquarters at 3585 Graveley Street, near 
Boundary Road.

After talking to legal counsel provided by the cops, he was told 
to state that he did not consent to the taking of a blood sample, 
but not to resist as this could result in charges (resisting arrest or 
obstruction?).



According to the individual arrested:

“I was taken to a room and shown the warrant. I was then taken to 
call a layer. I began to phone but then another cop said he would 
call for me. I had no idea if they called the right number or even 
left a message. After a few minutes I talked to a legal aid lawyer. 
I was taken back to the room.”

After taking a blood sample, he was released, once again without 
charges.

The items returned to the household included 9 silkscreen print 
frames and a cell phone, all taken during the June 3 raid. When 
asked what silkscreen frames have to do with a graffiti 
investigation, constable Rainey stated it was a “mistake” that they 
were taken. When asked if he was a member of the Anti-Graffiti 
Unit, Rainey said no, that he was a general investigator.

Update #3
VPD Claiming $500,000 in Damages 
Not Including Graffiti

Vancouver police allege about $500,000 in damage has been 
caused by a group of anti-pipeline protesters now raising money 
for a legal fund to fight back.

On Sunday, a post on a blog called Warrior Publications revealed 
court documents filed by Detective Bert Rainey from Vancouver 
Police Department that detailed an investigation leading to the 
raid of a home on June 3.

A resident at a Parker Street residence, Gordon Hill — whose 
name is listed as the publisher of the blog- told 24hrs in June that 
a resident at his home was the target of an investigation over anti-
pipeline graffiti tags sprayed around Vancouver.



“I think it serves multiple purposes, one is to intimidate and try to 
silence the growing opposition to oil and gas pipelines and tankers 
on the coast,” said Hill at the time. He did not respond to a request 
for comment Wednesday.

Hill called the raid — which he said occurred on June 3 and 
involved 16 officers with guns drawn — a “fishing expedition” to 
document the residents’ personal effects and activities. He said six 
computers and four phones were seized.

The court document, which Const. Brian Montague with the VPD 
said on Wednesday was a court request for “an extension to keep 
items seized as a result of a search warrant,” revealed that part of 
the investigation followed 61 “NO PIPELINES” graffiti tags found 
throughout several Vancouver neighbourhoods.

The cost of the graffiti damage was not documented. However, 
the officer said in the affidavit the case also involves many cases of 
windows smashed — several were caught on video of a man with 
a hammer, locks at community police stations being glued, red 
printing ink balloons thrown at buildings, a firebomb at an ATM, 
and several gas pumps damaged by hammer. In all, there were 20 
alleged crimes — excluding the graffiti cases — costing $500,000 
or more.

Often, the alleged crimes were followed by postings on 
anarchistnews.org claiming responsbility, the affidavit claimed.

“Examples are anti-coal mines, anti-gentrification, anti-capitalism, 
anti-banks and anti-pipelines.”

The Sunday blog post said no one has been charged despite an 
initial arrest.



Know Your Enemy: Vancouver Police 
Detective Bert Rainey 

On June 3, 2014, a house was 
raided in East Vancouver 
under the pretext of an inves-
tigation into anti-pipelines 
graffiti.  On June 12, the Van-
couver police returned with a 
DNA warrant for one of the 
members of the household.  As 
Warrior Publications reported 
at the time, the primary cop 
investigator for this case ap-
pears to be Detective Con-
stable Bert Rainey (No. 1423).  
Rainey also appears to be one 
of the main “political cops” for 
the Vancouver Police 
Department (VPD).

Bert Rainey joined the Vancouver Police Department in 1988. In 
1997-98, Rainey was identified as being a member of the VPD 
Bicycle Squad, as both trainer and coordinator. He participated 
in police crowd control operations against anti-APEC protests in 
1997 as a member of the bicycle squad. In 2002, Rainey was iden-
tified as an Acting Sergeant in regards to a fraud investigation.

In February 2013, Rainey is identified as a Detective Constable 
during another fraud investigation. In this case, he and another 
cop had gone to arrest Gerald Berke. During the arrest, Berke 
was asked if he wanted a pair of pants before he was taken to jail 
for processing. Rainey grabbed the pants Berke identified and 
searched them, finding credit cards and three USB flash drives, 
which were seized as evidence. Rainey later viewed the informa-
tion on the USBs, and this resulted in an “exclusion of evidence” 
when the defendant challenged the legality of the search and 
accessing of his USBs.

Bert Rainey (above)



In May 2012, activists disrupted a Canadian Institute of Mining 
Metallurgy and Petroleum conference at the Four Seasons Hotel 
in downtown Vancouver by throwing decayed herring into the 
conference room. The intense odour caused the evacuation of the 
room and the fire department brought in a Hazmat team to deter-
mine the cause. Cops later claimed that $50,000 damage was done 
to the room’s carpeting, which had to be replaced.

In March 2013, Rainey was quoted in a Vancouver Island news-
paper (Parksville Qualicium Beach News) that featured an article 
about the action and included still photos taken from the hotel’s 
video surveillance cameras. According to Rainey, two potential 
suspects in the action were from the area.

On May 1, 2013, Rainey was involved in policing an anti-capitalist 
May Day rally in Vancouver, during which three participants were 
harassed and eventually issued jay-walking tickets. One of those 
ticketed would later be the primary target for the June 3, 2014 raid 
in East Vancouver.

                                        

Picture from Vancouver Mayday 2013



Also during May 2013, Rainey was involved in policing actions 
against anti-gentrification protesters in the Downtown Eastside of 
Vancouver. These protests had begun in early winter and targeted 
new, expensive restaurants opening in the DTES. By the spring of 
2013, one of the main targets for protests was the Pidgin restau-
rant. The protests caused an outcry from business owners and the 
VPD were quick to take action, issuing “warning letters” to those 
who regularly attended the “lawful” protests.

On May 3, 2013, a warrant was issue for Robyn Pickel related to 
an action in which the front doors of the Pidgin were locked with 
a bike lock. Rainey was one of the cops involved in hunting Robyn 
down and repeatedly visited and telephoned her parent’s house. 
Robyn was eventually arrested on May 14, 2013.

Rainey’s involvement in the June 3 “anti-graffiti” raid, even though 
he is not a member of the Anti-Graffiti Unit, underscores not only 
his role as an investigator of political groups and actions, but just 
as importantly that the raid wasn’t simply about a few graffiti tags.



The Case of the Spray Painted Mural

In early June, 2014, a home in the East End of Vancouver was 
raided by the Vancouver Police Department on a warrant list-
ing graffiti paraphernalia as it’s purpose. The home is inhabited 
by several Indigenous and non-indigneous anarchists who have 
worked organizing efforts to stop the Kinder Morgan and En-
bridge pipelines running from the Tar Sands in Alberta to the 
coast of British Colombia, and through several Indigenous territo-
ries.
 
This artilce discusses the raid, some social movement etiquitte 
around public statments and internal debate vs. public infighting, 
and a bit of context around graffiti as a disticnt and pre-existing 
social movement itself.

The VPD’s raid was part of an investigation that is predicated on 
one resident’s alleged involvement in acts of graffiti/vandalism. 
An arrest was made on 6 counts of mischief, all occupants of the 
house were engaged at gun point by the police, detained briefly 
and barred from their home for the day. Items of all residents, 
regardless of their association/non-association with the warrant

By Binehii



were taken into custody; including cell phones and computers. All 
charges were dropped at the end of the day, and the arrestee was 
released without conditions or a further court appearance. Thus, 
at this point, while the police have initiated an investigation, there 
is no connection between members of this household and 
criminal activity: no charges have even been laid. 
 
Many people with experience in political organizing recognize the 
raid as a ‘fishing’ operation the police used as a pretext to gain 
access to private communications in the memories of the cell 
phones and computers, as an act of aggression and intimidation, 
and as an opportunity to foment conflict amongst different sectors 
of the anti-pipeline movement.

It is my understanding that no specific acts of graffiti/vandalism 
were cited by police nor on the warrant. Any identification 
towards what graffiti is referred to is speculation based on zero 
evidence thus far. Although the residents of the home seem to 
have stated their belief that the investigation, raid, and arrest were 
in reference to anti-pipeline graffiti that reads, “No Pipelines”.  
There is no specific location of graffiti identified by the police. Yet, 
in the public discourse around it, a mural or perhaps two murals, 
have been identified as particularly irking places the “No Pipe-
lines” tag has occurred. While public statements have been made 
around this, there is no evidence to direct the graffiti on the mural 
to the raid on the house. Meanwhile, these public statements 
directly implicate the residents of the home that was raided, and 
will likely negatively effect their defence against further legal 
persecution.

An important note on the “No Pipelines” tag, it appears all over 
the city of Vancouver, where Kinder Morgan intends on expand-
ing its existing pipeline terminal, transporting significantly more 
bitumen products from the Tar Sands, and dredging the Burrard 
inlet and greatly increasing oil shipping traffic. It is clear by the 
style of writing that this “No Pipelines” tag is somewhat of a 
graffiti meme, that is picked up and used by many different people.



Whether a person thinks the graffiti on the mural is good or bad 
.anyone’s personal opinion on the murals has no legal relevance to 
the home raid that occurred, but when mainstream organizations 
and people in leadership positions make disparaging remarks 
directed at a person or people undergoing legal persecution, it 
does have legal bearing on the ability of already marginalized, 
grassroots community members’ capacity to defend themselves 
against a clearly over zealous and violent police force. 

“In this world someone sprays “oil spill” on 
a mural and gets their house raided, but a 
company who actually causes an oil spill that 
destroys oceans, streams and forests gets to 
relax worry free in their homes”
-Unkown 

The Conflict:
 
“The mural is an important community landmark, the graffiti is 
alienating and disrespectful to community values and will turn 
people away from the anti-pipeline movement.”

OR
 
“The graffiti on the mural, which shows ‘No Pipelines’ written 
across a blue seascape of children swimming underwater, is a 
sharp and meaningful statement on the effects the pipelines will 
have on Vancouver’s marine environment and the future of our 
children”
 
While public discussion is valued by activists, it is important to 
differentiate between public discussion that increases 
connectivity and strengthens movements, and public infighting, 



set up by the state, that divides and weakens social movements. 
Sloppy, thoughtless, self serving, or malevolent usage of the media 
can damage social movements for seeming short term gains. But a 
further ethical, or social conflict is occurring in this issue around 
the “No Pipelines” tag, a conflict that surfaces when non-legal 
or non-sanctioned action is taken by some members of a social 
movement.
 
An Assumptions of Priority
 
In these cases, there is usually an assumption that the people on 
the side of the most mainstream should win by default, because 
they have the ‘the majority of people’, and those people don’t 
support those kinds of tactics, therefore the people doing the 
damage should stop, before they alienate, ‘the people who matter’.
 
Obviously, ‘majority rules’ is a specious argument. But what about, 
“the people who matter”? Let’s unpack that for a moment: in this 
case, the matter at hand is graffiti. And the people who do graf-
fiti are villainized and dehumanized in the argument –they have 
no rhyme or reason except to piss people off. The anti-graffiti 
argument demands that the graffitists listen to them, understand 
where they are coming from, and curtail their actions accordingly. 
Meanwhile, this same group of people will very likely not even 
consider that the people who do the graffiti, and the people who 
support the graffiti, have very sound and rational reasons for using 
graffiti as part of movement building.

Graffiti is a form of communication used by youth, 
disenfranchised youth, who are alienated and often apathetic to 
participating in organizing for social change. So these kids really 
don’t matter. Graffiti is one of the only ways this group of youth 
has to communicate with themselves, and with the world. They 
have the internet, but in terms of real world life, graffiti is a vital 
cultural feature of the urban youth landscape. Graffiti is a physi-
cal presence in a society that erases them out of existence. Urban 
youth are the people who’s future that is at stake if these pipelines



 go through and the Tar Sands continues and capitalism destroys 
the entire biosphere in pursuit of endless profits. This is not 
hyperbole. This is the reality of the future young people face 
today: and poor young people are not participating en masse in 
movements for social and environmental change. Perhaps, one 
reason for that is that mainstream environmental groups ‘dispose’ 
of them as assholes, degenerates and criminals. These kids are not 
Environmental Youth Alliance heritage seed saving bee farming 
go getters. Youth roaming the streets at night are at risk of many 
dangers, and graffiti is one way to engage youth where they are at, 
in a way that is approachable and validating. 
 
It is my assessment that a young person roaming the city streets is 
far better off, and contributing a greater benefit to society, by spray 
painting politicized graffiti rather than getting wasted on drugs 
and alcohol to avoid having to face a very grim future. These 
young people matter. And to disparage them because they don’t 
have any power in society is a grievous ignominy to the people 
who have the least capacity to effect change, and the most to lose if 
it doesn’t happen. 
 
Appendix A :Beef Between Graffiti Writers and Legal 
Muralists
 
For all you ‘squares’ out there, let me turn you on to a bit of what’s 
the hizzle shizzle here. 
There is a longstanding ‘beef ’, or heated conflict, between people 
who do graffiti, aka graffiti writers or ‘writers’ and legal mural-
ists. As street legend has it, graffiti as we know it today started in 
the mid-late 1970’s, with young, poor black and latino kids in the 
massive ghettos of New york. It spread like wild fire and became a 
widely chagrined public nuisance. Draconian laws were drawn up, 
double fences with vicious biting dogs erected, paint proof paint 
invented, areosol can sensing satalites deployed ...
Eventually, some people, who were hip with the jive of the time 
suggested that maybe this youthful dedication and energy could 
be harnessed for good instead of evil. 
 



They began art programs and programs in schools and youth 
programs to focus the creative endeavours of these young 
writers towards the art world (without actually making any 
systemic changes to the poverty and alientation these kids faced 
in the first place...). Some writers did veer into the legitimate 
art world and hung their work in galleries and sold it for lots of 
money: while art dealers and speculators made even more money. 
Meanwhile, many writers stayed on the streets and resented the 
now ‘legal’ graffiti writers as sell outs and betrayers of the graffiti 
code. 
 
Another strategy to curtail graffiti was to employ artists to paint 
murals. This strategy, ironically, exploits a prime ethic in the 
graffiti code: don’t go over other writers’ pieces. Eventually,
regular artists, as in non-street tested artists began to be employed 
to paint ‘anti-graffiti murals’.
 
So the paradox here, is that city muralists only have jobs painting 
murals because of the social upheaval graffiti artists caused. 
Meanwhile, these muralists are betraying the graffiti code itself, by 
lending their art to the very establishment that represses graffiti, 
and often lands writers in jail and subect to other legal 
persecution, including massive surveillance operations (the cost 
and scope of which would lead many tax paying citizens to won-
der “isn’t it cheaper and faster to just paint over the graffiti?”). 
 
While the graffiti movement in Vancouver today is a far, far, far 
cry from the Bronx in the 1970’s, there is historical, and real, 
cultural relevance to what is going on with the “No Pipelines” tag 
and the kids swimming mural. This is called, “an intersection of 
social movements”. 
 
Graffiti is a 45 year old art/anti-art, social movement, and if any-
one, ‘as an artist’ is going to speak on this matter, it seems apropos, 
to have some understanding of this rather long standing and per-
sistent field of communication, some may call one of the longest 
running artistic movements of the contemporary era. 



Graffiti on Murals

Real graffiti is free, it is illigal and 
happens when and where you least 
expect it...
-Kidult

Despite this tag on a mural it was over 450 likes on 
instagram



Signals of Disorder
Sowing Anarchy in the Metropolis

A.G. Schwarz

In an article in the recent book, We Are an Image from the Future: 
the Greek Revolt of December 2008, I briefly made a point that 
a friend convinced me needs to be elaborated. The idea is that of 
“signals of disorder,” and their importance in spreading rebellion.

As far as Greece is concerned, the argument is that by carrying out 
attacks—primarily smashings and molotov attacks against banks 
and police stations, which constitute the most obvious symbols of 
capitalist exploitation and State violence for Greek society—in-
surrectionary anarchists created signals of disorder that acted as 
subversive seeds. Even though most people did not agree with 
these attacks at the time, they lodged in their consciousness, and 
at a moment of social rupture, people adopted these forms as their 
own tools, to express their rage when all the traditionally valid 
forms of political activity were inadequate.

An interesting feature of these signals is that they will be met with 
fear and disapproval by the same people who may later 
participate in creating them. This is no surprise. In the news polls 
of democracy, the majority always cast their vote against the mob. 
In the day to day of normality, people have to betray themselves 
to survive. They have to follow those they disbelieve, and support 
what they cannot abide. From the safety of their couch they cheer 
for Bonny and Clyde, and on the roadside they say “Thank you, 
officer” to the policeman who writes them a speeding ticket. This 
well managed schizophrenia is the rational response to life under 
capitalism. The fact that our means of survival make living i
mpossible necessitates a permanent cognitive dissonance.



Thus, the sensible behavior is not to reason with the masses, to 
share the facts that will disprove the foundations of capitalism, 
facts they already have at their fingertips, and it is not to act ap-
propriately, to put on a smiley face, and expect our popularity to 
increase incrementally. The sensible thing to do is to attack Au-
thority whenever we can.

Attacking is not distinct from communicating the reasons for our 
attacks, or building the means to survive, because we survive in 
order to attack, and we attack in order to live, and we communi-
cate because communicating attacks the isolation, and isolation 
makes living impossible.

Why do signals of disorder constitute attacks on capitalism and 
the State? After all, the police are basically the punching bag, the 
shock absorbers, for the State, and one of the limitations of the 
insurrection in Greece was that anarchists focused too much on 
police, rather than on the State in all its manifestations. And what 
about smashing insured bank windows? Creating a signal of dis-
order could even involve mere spraypainting, or hanging out on 
street corners. Isn’t this just the ritualization of aimless and impo-
tent rebellion, as the naysayers are so quick to say?

Turns out, the devil is in the details.

In a way, the idea of signals of disorder is an inversion of the 
Broken Windows Theory of policing. Wilson and Kelling’s article, 
“Broken Windows,” first advanced the policing theory of the same 
name in 1982, but it wasn’t until Kelling was hired by the NYC 
Transit Authority later in the decade that this flagship of minute 
social control was launched. 



When Rudolph Giuliani was elected mayor of New York in 1993, 
Broken Windows policing took on city-wide dimensions, and it 
soon spread to the rest of the country. By the early ‘00s, Broken 
Windows was being adapted for the social democracies of Europe.

Among the technocrats, Broken Windows is controversial, 
because it easily blurs causation with correlation: just because 
broken windows and other signals of disorder often accompany 
higher crime rates does not mean they are the cause of crime. 
Occasionally, you’ll hear a whimper that without proper 
sensitivity training, Broken Windows policing encourages 
harrassment of minorities.

All this misses the point: the State is not interested in reducing 
crime, the State is interested in increasing social control, and 
Broken Windows policing is a critical expansion of its arsenal. 
Giuliani’s reign of “zero tolerance” didn’t just go after fare-dodgers, 
graffiti writers, and the squeegee men. Under his stewardship, the 
NYPD became the first ever police department in the history of 
the world to log more arrests than reported crimes. Entire neigh-
borhoods became depopulated of certain demographics as young 
black men were shipped to the prisons upstate. A policing that tar-
gets the petty details of every day life, that criminalizes our minor 
strategies to cope with the impossibilities of life under capitalism, 
is part and parcel of an expansion of police power as a whole.

Why does the city government in San Francisco want to criminal-
ize sitting or lying in the streets? Why did the city government in 
Barcelona ban playing music in the streets without a license? Why 
did the government of the UK prohibit a detailed list of “anti-
social behaviors”?

Because the goal of the State is total social control. Because the 
trajectory of capitalism is towards the total commercialization of 
public space. Every time we identify another invasion of State and 
capitalism into the minutiae of daily life, every time we confront 
that invasion, we are potentially fighting for revolution.



As Authority increasingly manages us at the nano level, the can of 
spraypaint, the rock, the molotov, deserve the same significance as 
the AK-47.

It interrupts the narrative of social peace, and creates the i
ndisputable fact of people opposed to the present system and 
fighting against it. It means the reason for this fight, the anarchist 
critiques, have to be taken more seriously because they already 
exist in the streets. In this way, the attacks create the struggle as 
a fact in a way that would otherwise only be possible in times of 
greater social upheaval and movement. To have this effect, the 
signals of disorder need to explicitly link themselves to a recog-
nizable social practice, one that would otherwise be ignored or 
chopped up into disconnected eccentricities of lifestyle. People in 
the neighborhood must know that the graffiti and broken win-
dows are the doing of “the anarchists” or some other group that 
has a public existence, because signals of disorder that can be iso-
lated as phenomena of urban white noise can be legitimately and 
popularly policed with techniques reserved for inanimate objects 
and aesthetic aberrations; they would rub us off the streets with 
the same chemical rigor as they clean graffiti off the walls.



Signals of disorder are contagious. They attract people who also 
want to be able to touch and alter their world rather than just 
passing through it. They are easy to replicate and at times, gener-
ally beyond our control or prediction, they spread far beyond 
our circles. They allow us, and anyone else, to reassert ourselves 
in public space, to reverse commercialization, to make neighbor-
hoods that belong to us, to create the ground on which society will 
be reborn.

In a neighborhood where the walls are covered with anarchist 
posters, beautiful radical graffiti stands alongside all the usual tags, 
advertisements never stay up for long, the windows of luxury cars, 
banks, and gentrifying apartments or restaurants are never safe, 
and people hang out drinking and talking on the street corners 
and in the parks, our ideas will be seriously discussed outside our 
own narrow circles, and the state would need a major counterin-
surgency operation to have just the hope of uprooting us.

Whenever we can break their little laws with impunity, we show 
that the State is weak. When advertising is defaced and public 
space is liberated, we show that capitalism is not absolute.

But at the same time, we cannot make the mistake of exaggerating 
the importance of the attack, of signals of disorder. At times it may 
be necessary to be a gang, but if we are ever only a gang, if at any 
point only our antisocial side is visible, we are vulnerable to total 
repression. There is a lot of rage circulating, without an adequate 
outlet, which we resonate with through our attacks. But there is 
equally a lot of love that is even more lacking in possibilities for 
true expression. People desire the community and solidarity that 
capitalism deprives them of, and our way out of this laberinth 
of isolation is to go looking for the others and meet them where 
they’re at. To encounter people, in our search for accomplices.

Except in the magical space of the riot, we cannot safely find spon-
taneous accomplices for the attack. But in the stultifying oppres-
sion of everyday, we can find accomplices to share in the 



little gestures of defiance, the small tastes of the commune we are 
building—a random conversation, a flyer someone is actually in-
terested to read, the passing around of a stolen meal, collaboration 
in a community garden, the giving of gifts.

The anarchists must simultaneously be those who are blamed 
for acts of startling indecency, of inappropriate extremism in all 
the right causes (“they burned four police cars at our peaceful 
march!”) and those who are around town cooking and sharing 
free communal meals, holding street parties, projecting pirated 
movies on the sides of buildings, running libraries and bicycle 
repair shops, and appearing at protests (“oh look, it’s those lovely 
anarchists again!”).

We will be safest from the right hand of repression and the left 
hand of recuperation when everyone is thoroughly confused as to 
whether we are frightening or loveable.

photo from instagram hashtaged #nopipelines 
#gangsta



The spectre of state repression has been growing over Bay Area 
radical milieus. Grand juries in the Pacific Northwest and in Santa 
Cruz, threats by police of using gang enhancements against activ-
ists, the recent string of mass arrests, the profusion of political 
divisions and threats, abundant conspiracy theories, surveillance 
of our social spaces, FOIA paperwork that references a confiden-
tial informer–The list goes on and on and on.

Murmurs of imminent repression can be heard everywhere. Even 
though everything we hear cannot be entirely proven or disproven, 
recent events underscore the importance of preparing for a pos-
sible crackdown. The state seeks to isolate us with repression, as 
individuals and within our tendencies. Against that, we can pre-
pare together, support each other and continue actively struggling 
against the oppression and misery of this world.

Repression always exists and now is the time to take security very 
seriously. Without knowing the exact form repression will take, 
there are some likely scenarios to prepare for, as well as some 
precautions that can be taken to reduce the ability of the feds and 
police agencies to monitor, divide and prosecute our networks.



Sound the Alarm if an Agent Knocks . . .

. . . or if an agent calls your parents, shows up at your place of em-
ployment or is waiting for you at a BART station. Don’t say any-
thing to the cop, except that you will remain silent and that you 
are going to talk to a lawyer. Request the agent’s business card to 
give to your lawyer and share with comrades. They may threaten 
you, your friends, and your family or they may seem genuinely 
concerned for your safety: Whatever they say, their intention is to 
send you and your friends to prison. Don’t tell them anything.

Let your friends and comrades know that you were visited and 
what, if anything, the agent said to you. Spreading this informa-
tion will help others prepare for the possibility of getting visits, 
frustrate the state’s ability to isolate people, and help you get the 
support you might need.

Preemptively, it could be useful to talk to your parents, employ-
ers, and housemates about the possibility of police or FBI visits. 
Tell them not to say anything at all; even the smallest slips of the 
tongue have totally fucked people over.

House Raids

As has happened recently in the Northwest, and in countless past 
investigations, houses of active activists and antagonists might be 
raided by local police or the feds. In the selection below, remem-
ber that “sensitive material” has, in the past, meant everything 
from black clothing to anarchist literature to shoes to a pack of 
tampons. Keeping in mind the events of the past year here, re-
move materials from your house that could be construed by the 
police as evidence.



Some advice on preparing for the possibility of house raids, from 
the Practical Security Handbook:

   1. Keep all sensitive material in your house together so that if 
you have to remove it in a hurry, you are not wasting time search-
ing for that elusive but damning piece of paper. Planning a process 
to deal with the risky information in your house will make this 
much easier; it helps prevent you losing material and gives you 
a greater degree of control over it. Remember, if you are being 
watched, any panicky action will be noted, thus bringing further 
attention yourself. This is one reason why police knock on activist 
doors – they may know you are not going to tell them anything, 
but if they can rattle your cage enough so that you slip up then 
they may be able to get something on you.

   2. Sensitive material should be removed from your house on 
a regular basis in a calm manner – not furtively! This does not 
prevent you from practicing counter-surveillance techniques, but 
do so discretely. […] If you get wind that something has happened 
and you suspect you may get a visit as a result, stay calm and pri-
oritize what you need to get out of your house. Get friends to call 
around and take stuff out for you, or ‘take back their possessions’.

De-escalate Interpersonal Conflicts

Stop publicizing interpersonal conflicts and de-escalate the con-
flicts within your milieu. Rumors, personal drama and gossip 
have always been an exploitable tool of the state. Contradictions 
and tensions are obviously an important part of our shared politi-
cal and social spaces but this is probably not the best time to pick 
fights and draw out divisions. Let’s find ways to continue to ex-
plore our political differences, acknowledging our common com-
mitment to liberatory struggle against the state, capital, patriarchy 
and white supremacy.



Phones

It should be no surprise that phone calls and text messages 
shouldn’t reference illegal activities. Beyond surveillance of the 
content of messages, care should also be taken in the pattern of 
calling and text messaging. I.e. if a house raid were to happen, the 
investigators could look back at the patterns of calls from confis-
cated phones to map social networks. Having unmediated (real 
world) ways to find people and have conversations is very impor-
tant in our hyper-mediated world.

If your phone has a screen lock, use it. If it has full or partial en-
cryption, use it. Delete your text messages regularly. Be careful in 
both the content and pattern of your phone calls, especially during 
or after actions, raids, and the like. Apps like TextSecure (for SMS) 
and RedPhone (for VoIP) are useful end-to-end encryption tools 
for cellular communication. If you have an Android phone, turn 
USB debugging off.

While it is possible for cellular phones to be used as surveillance 
devices, don’t let the absence of phones lull you into a false feel-
ing of security. It is much more common for houses or cars to be 
bugged then for phones to be used to monitor conversations. That 
is to say, it is meaningless to put away one’s phone and still have a 
conversation indoors.

Regardless of any encryption or anonymity, always assume that 
your phone’s security can and will be compromised at some point. 
Accordingly, keep important information elsewhere and have sen-
sitive conversations in person.

Social Networking
Limit your internet/electronic social networking interaction. Face-
book, websites, Twitter, blogs, emails, etc. are becoming a favored 
sources of evidence for the state when they seek to destroy our 
networks. See: the RNC 8, the Asheville 11, the Latin Kings, the 
SHAC 7.



Analysis & Practice

Let’s understand our current moment and why we are seeing the 
forms of repression that are currently unfolding. In most places, 
that mass movement of 2011 has now largely dissipated and the 
participants have gone home. In some places, such as the Bay Area 
and the Pacific Northwest, radicals and militants have continued 
publicly and socially organizing. It might be that the state has been 
waiting for this moment, when they perceive us to be fractured 
and isolated, to pursue legal action; our response must show the 
strength and vitality of our networks.

Dealing With Sketchy Behavior

Those who are driven to paranoia and desperation by the threat of 
repression can be as dangerous as those that make no preparations 
whatsoever. Encourage your friends, gently but firmly, to to go 
the extra mile to practice security culture. Encourage practicality. 
When someone seems overworried or paranoid, extend yourself 
to them for reassurance.

Bad security culture or naivete often lead to accusations of some-
one being an informant or undercover agent. Address the prac-
tices, not the accusations. If someone  does not take the safety of 
themselves or others seriously, it might make sense to distance 
yourself from that person. Accusations of collaboration with 
the state, though, are to be taken very seriously and not thrown 
around lightly.

When it comes down to it, if someone is doing the work of the 
state then it doesn’t necessarily matter whether they are actual 
paid infiltrators. If they are spreading paranoia or being disruptive 
or putting comrades in unnecessary risk then the important thing 
is to deal with them on those grounds and not based on loose 
speculation as to their role in a government plot.



However, if there is strong evidence (usually court paperwork, 
public records requests, etc.) suggesting one’s cooperation with the 
state, still be careful about putting it on blast. Talk to people in pri-
vate to vet the accusations beyond any shadow of a doubt. If there 
is great degree of certainty, spread the information far and wide. 
If there isn’t, deal with the situation privately. Either way, talk to a 
trusted lawyer.

Solidarity Against Isolation

Repression functions to isolate individuals. Our solidarity and 
support to those facing repression should affirm our shared lifes 
and projects. Our safety lies in one another: When people are 
arrested or subpoenaed, our support and solidarity is a reminder 
not to snitch or cooperate. On another level, our safety lies in the 
strength of our connection to the world around us: If our net-
works respond to repression by becoming insular, we lose social 
insulation, risk becoming irrelevant and make us more susceptible 
to demonization.

Stay Calm

The looming possibility of repression, sometimes more than 
repression itself, can often send people into a whirlwind of panic. 
This sort of stress can prevent people from taking the necessary 
steps to take care of themselves and their friends. Beyond what-
ever specific preparations for house raids, FBI visits, or provid-
ing arrestee support, it is important to encourage our friends to 
take care of themselves and remain levelheaded. In the Bay Area, 
people have varied levels of experience with government repres-
sion. Some people need to be encouraged to take the possibility 
seriously, others need to be discouraged from becoming paralyzed 
in their paranoia. This active support also needs to extend beyond 
our immediate circles; political divisions, while important sites of 
dialogue and constructive conflict, cannot become fault lines that 
tear apart our solidarity against state repression.
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beattheraid@riseup.net
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